
Environmental Policy Innovation Center (EPIC)

Smart Permitting for 
Ecological Restoration

Thursday, September 11, 2025

NJCRC - Ecological Restoration Workshop

 

1



Environmental Policy Innovation Center (EPIC)

Environmental Policy Innovation Center

2



Environmental Policy Innovation Center (EPIC) 3

Overview of 
EPIC

Smart 
Permitting

Gold Star 
Examples

Danielle Bissett, CERP, WEDG

Assistant Director of Restoration Policy

dbissett@policyinnovation.org

516-610-7021

Through smart permitting solutions, 

we're working to ensure quality in, 

quality out—faster approvals that 

maintain environmental protections 

while advancing critical restoration work.

mailto:dbissett@policyinnovation.org
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How do we move forward?
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Past Present Future
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We need to do this work together

Restoration projects are dynamic:

● biologists

● ecologists

● engineers

● regulators

● legislators

● educators

● community groups

● advocates
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Photo: Billion Oyster Project, Soundview Park Reef Ball Monitoring
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Permitting – Mission Statement

We aim to reduce restoration 

permit timelines, enabling 

complex restoration projects to 

be approved within a year and 

typical restoration projects to be 

approved within 60-90 

days—without pausing the clock. 
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1. Get through the permitting 
process faster

2. Fundamentally change the 
permitting process

3. Raise the bar on avoiding 
impacts

Fish ladder:
Work within the system

Dam removal:
Transform the system

Don’t build the dam:
Prevent barriers before the form

Strategic Framework
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How Does EPIC Advance This Work?
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Learn more about EPIC’s 
permitting work here!

Inform policymakers

Advise regulatory agencies

Advocate for smart permitting

Highlight gold star examples

Coordinate with practitioners
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Permitting Challenges for Restoration 
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Habitat conversion? What is fill? Species-specific concerns?

Before After
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Gold Star Examples of Solutions
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Year
Permits 
Issued

Issued in 90 
Days

Total Stream 
Length (FT)

Average Stream 
Length (FT)

2014 78 39% 63,456 765

2015 98 26% 70,826 712

2016 92 33% 64,418 619

2017 129 82% 226,347 1,754

2018 113 88% 213,584 2,202

2019 107 78% 278,982 3,531

2020 57 80% 105,255 1,986

2021 81 84% 114,348 2,789

2022 78 91% 62,611 1,565

2023 57 89% 73,871 1,538

2024 62 96% 71,989 1,954
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Maryland’s Stream Team

● Clear language and directive

● Stream restoration is a 

priority at the state and 

municipal level

● Clear direction from 

regulators to practitioners 

BEFORE a permit is 

submitted

● Continued learning 

post-project and engagement 

with practitioners, academic, 

and research communities
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Washington’s Habitat Recovery Pilot Program

Designed to issue permit decisions within 45 days!

Permit applicants appreciated:

● Faster Permitting Decisions

● Simplified Applications

● Cost Savings

● Consolidated Oversight

Key permitting features:

● Expanded Project Eligibility

● Permit Exemptions

● Streamlined Local Oversight

● Collaborative Review Process
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Virginia’s Permitting Enhancement and 
Evaluation Platform

● 70% reduction in permitting 

timelines 

● Streamlined 50,000 

regulatory requirements 

● Saved $1.2 billion

https://bit.ly/4l3s1Dl 

https://bit.ly/4l3s1Dl
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Louisiana’s Coastal Protection and 
Restoration Authority
CPRA is one of the most successful coastal 

restoration agencies in the United States

💰   Secured nearly $22 billion 

🎯   Completed 150+ projects 

🌿   Benefited 55,807 acres of coastal habitat 

🏖   Placed 193 million cubic yards of sediment 

🚜   Built or improved 369 miles of levees 

🌊   Restored over 71 miles of barrier islands
https://bit.ly/3ISSUMU 

https://bit.ly/3ISSUMU
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Legislation - State Level
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State Bill No. Description Status

Colorado HB1379 “Regulate Dredge & Fill Activities in State Waters” Enacted

Louisiana SB97
Coordinated Use of Resources for Recreation, Economy, 

Navigation, and Transportation Authority (CURRENT)
Enacted

Massachusetts S557 “An Act To Accelerate and Streamline Wetlands Restoration” In Committee

Rhode Island H5803 “Ant Act Relating to Health and Safety – State Building Code” Enacted
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Floodplain Enhancement and Recovery Act
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● Defines “ecosystem 
restoration” to distinguish it 
from other forms of 
development

● Removes federal/state funding 
requirement for exemption from 
review or processing fee

● Provides communities with 
more authority over restoration 
projects

● Relaxes language around 
analysis

● FEMA to issue guidance 180 
days after law is enacted
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USACE Nationwide Permit Reissuance

● Improves permitting for voluntary 
restoration projects under Nationwide 
Permit 27 (e.g., reduced reporting, 
eliminates formal delineation)

● Does not require compensatory 
mitigation for voluntary restoration 
projects

● New nationwide permit for fish passage 
and other aquatic species

● The inclusion of nature-based solutions 
in multiple Nationwide Permits (13-bank 
stabilization, 27-restoration, 
43-stormwater)
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https://bit.ly/45rhL39 

https://bit.ly/45rhL39
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Final Thoughts
● Improving the permitting process is not 

novel – there are great actors in this space 

that we need to learn from and lift up so we 

can teach each other best ways to replicate 

lessons learned to collectively accelerate 

restoration efforts

● If anyone is working on permitting reform 
or has a restoration project story to share, 
please reach out to me—let's learn from 

what's working and identify where we still 

need innovative solutions
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Thank You!
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Danielle Bissett, CERP, WEDG
Assistant Director of Restoration Policy

dbissett@policyinnovation.org

516-610-7021

Check out EPIC’s permitting 
website to learn more about 
our work: 

https://bit.ly/40JvDDj https://bit.ly/4mgtFCz 

Review our dashboard on 
permitting initiatives at the 
state & federal levels:

mailto:dbissett@policyinnovation.org
https://bit.ly/40JvDDj
https://bit.ly/4mgtFCz
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No Net Loss
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Sept 2024 Asst Sec Army - 
Civil Works Memo

Principles of Delivery for 
Mitigation Memo

Highlight Delays → Catalyze Change
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bit.ly/MBIdata 

Explore Our Data & Code

https://bit.ly/MBIdata
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