


The Coastal Acidification Networks (CANs)



NEW JERSEY OCEAN ACIDIFICATION ACTION PLAN - Leveraging federal 
funding for state level action



ACIDIFICATION IN GENERAL
● Acidification is a decrease in water pH 

that is detrimental to species and 
habitats that is not naturally occurring 



WHAT: COASTAL ACIDIFICATION 

● But how do we know if low 
pH is actually impacting 
species…?

● Coastal processes such as 
eutrophication (excess nutrient 
contamination), bacterial 
decomposition of organic material, 
rivers, runoff, and other point 
sources can all contribute to low pH 
conditions

● How does CO2 get into the water?



How do we track locations that may be at risk for acidification?



Potential Biological Impacts: Laboratory Studies 



VARIOUS SAMPLE COLLECTION METHODS

Moored 
Continuous
& Underway 

Cruise Coastal Samples
Continuous 
Gliders

Ocean Discrete 
Water Sampling













Credit: Karl Vilacoba



www.midacan.org

https://midacan.org/biological-impacts-from-acidification/


https://midacan.org/biological-impacts-from-acidification/






JReimer@MidAtlanticOcean.Org

Facebook @MidAtlanticCAN

www.MidACAN.Org - sign up for our 
newsletter

http://www.midacan.org
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